HOPTON IN HISTORY

Ever wondered about Hopton in the past? Maybe you have stories and photos that tell some of our village history. If so, we want to
hear from you. Hopton in History is a series that takes a look at events, characters or places from Hopton’s past. If you'd like to
contribute, send your photographs or recollections to klee.hospc@gmail.com.

By Kevin Lee

o

More on Military Activity in Hopton

Further to the article last month, readers have got in touch to add some additional context to the history of military activity in Hopton.

Soldiers on the Beach

Last month's article featured information
about military activity in Hopton in the early
days of the war. A reader has been in touch
to supply two photographs which show a
group of soldiers on the beach at Hopton
some time in 1940. The majority appear to
be involved in physical training, whilst in the
second photo, some appear to be sitting in
the foreground, perhaps receiving
instruction. Barbed wire can be seen in the
foreground of both photos.

RAF Hopton

Additional information has been received
regarding the accommodation centre for the
RAF. This was situated away from the radar
station on Station Road. The photograph
below was taken in 1974, over a decade
after the RAF base closed and was replaced
by the (by this time also defunct) Mariners

Holiday Park. Some of the derelict RAF
buildings can be seen in the foreground. The
village church and Station Road can be seen
in the background. The chalets and other
buildings were demolished to be replaced by
housing.

Memories of the Radar Station

A local writer known as ‘Peggoty’ fondly
remembers doing his National Service in
Hopton in 1953-4. He recalls going to the
actual radar site only once, and here he
takes up the story “ A friendly CO showed
me around, and, against my better
judgement, insisted we go up one of the
towers and, despite my fear of heights, we
ascended in a tiny lift cage.

As | emerged at the top, my head was nearly

taken off by the rotating dish. “Sorry,”
apologised the CO, “| forgot to tell you to
duck.” | admired the views from the tower

" e,

and thankfully prepared to descend.
Unfortunately, the lift was stuck at the top,
but the CO said it was not worth phoning
down for help because we could climb the
open ladder!

When | repeated my vertigo fear, he retorted
that | ought not to have joined the RAF if |
did not like heights, so down we went. It was
the most terrifying minutes of my young life
as my sweaty hands gripped each rung and
-despite advice- | looked down at the
holidaymakers on the cliff path, their necks
craned to watch those two apparent
spidermen.

| survived but RAF Hopton did not and was
bought by local property developer and

*”t/)usinessman, Joe Larter, who turned it into

a holiday camp named Mariners Park.”

(Quoted from The Great Yarmouth Mercury,
August 4, 2000)

~ Mariners Park is long gone, it was replaced by Bungalows that adjoin Station Road now.
Do you have any photographs or memories from this time? If so, we’d love to hear from you.
Please send any correspondence or photographs to klee.hospc@gmail.com
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Pickleball is fast becoming one of the most popular racket sports in the

world, it brings together some of the best elements of tennis, badminton

and table tennis. While there are many similarities with tennis, there are
some key differences. Itis an easy fun game to learn.

Played on a court the same size as a badminton court — and using a
shorter tennis-style net — players use paddles and a plastic ball. It can be
played singles or doubles. It's a great way to exercise with friends and meet

Members have been having a great time
since we reopened at the end of
September. Playing computer games,
table football, pool/snooker, table tennis,
board games and creating an array of
arts and craft items. They have also had
the opportunity to take part in assisted
activities cooking savoury and sweet
treats and making salt dough creations to
paint. If you have any suggestions or
members feedback for other activities,
games, and fun things to do, please
share this with us at Youth Club in the
Village Hall or email your ideas to
hoptonyouthclub@outlook.com

Unfortunately, we have had one issue
where chewing gum had to be scrapped
off the floor, please be reminded that one
of the rules agreed to is that ‘Only food
and drink bought from the Club tuck shop
can be consumed. Any other form of food
and drink will be confiscated and returned
at the end of the night.” This includes
chewing gum. If you need to discuss this
further, please see the contact details at
the end of this article.

We are a non-profit club open on Friday
evenings at the Village Hall during school
term time, from 7pm until 9pm.
Membership is open to youngsters from
Hopton, Corton and Blundeston, in Year 5
up to 17 years of age. Entrance fee is £2
per member. There is also a tuck shop
where members can buy an assortment
of soft drinks, crisps, chocolate bars and
sweets (free tap water is also available).

To enrol your child to start 17" January

2025, please pick up a form from the
Village Hall any Friday 7pm till 8:30pm
until the 13" December, all completed
forms are to be submitted by 31s
December. Alternately you can request a
form via email
hoptonyouthclub@outlook.com to be
sent a copy. Completed forms can be
returned by email, during Youth Club
sessions at the Village Hall or posted in
the Village Hall post box. If this date is
missed the next membership enrolment
will be for March 2025.

We run fully by the support of adult
volunteers and are very thankful for our
current dedicated team. Although with
most having full time jobs and families of
their own, commitment to the Youth Club
can be demanding therefore, having a
surplus of volunteers would be ideal. Any
adult wishing to support fulltime, part time

new people.

Here at Hopton Village Hall we play from 10-12 on Thursday.
Equipment is available, so if it interests you, send me a message on
07717520580 Judith Beale

or on an ad hoc basis the club we would
love to hear from you.

We require volunteers to do any of
the following:

» Help set-up from 6:30 till 7pm
before the members arrive

* Help pack away from 8:45pm

» Assist anytime between 7-9pm
with the members ensuring

* The rules are being obeyed

* One to one play (i.e. having a
game of table tennis with a
member)

» Group play (i.e. refereeing a
ball game, leading a cooking
class)

* Help run the tuck shop

» Be talented and creative in arts
and crafts, sports or music and
share these talents with the
members

All new membership forms are to be
completed and returned by Tuesday
31st December 2024

If you have any questions or would like to
volunteer and help out on an evening,
please call Liz on 07729 093748 or email
hoptonyouthclub@outlook.com, we
look forward to hearing from you.
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An unbelievably successful week for eight Phoenix Karate students
when they travelled to Warsaw, Poland for the WUKF European
Karate Championships along with a squad from Kanzen Karate
England, coach Alex Panteli and Instructor Vivianne Trorey.

Over the five days they won 2 Gold, 10 Silver and 7 Bronze medals,
in Kobudo (weapons), Kata and Kumite.

Cory Newton-Adams: Silver Ippon Individual Kumite, Silver Ippon
Team Rotation and Bronze Ippon Team

Ollie Wadhams: Bronze Long Weapon Kobudo, Bronze Short
Weapon Kobudo, Silver Ippon Team Rotation, Bronze Ippon Team
Thomas Hansell: Bronze Long Weapon Kobudo, Bronze Individual
Ippon Kumite, Silver Ippon Team Rotation, Bronze Ippon Team
Kashia Wadhams: Gold Short Weapon Kobudo, Silver Long
Weapons Kobudo, Silver Individual Nihon Kumite

Kayah Michorczyk: Gold Long Weapon Kobudo, Silver Individual
Kata, Silver Nihon Team Kumite

Zoe Panteli: Silver Nihon Team Kumite

Deanna Panteli: Silver Nihon Team Kumite

The squad members, their parents and the Phoenix Karate staff,
would like to thank everyone who has supported the Bingo sessions at
the Village Hall, which have raised funds to enable them to experience
their sport at the highest level. Our next Bingo is Saturday

30" November when the funds raised will be used to take them to The
WUKF World Karate Championships in Malmo. Sweden next July.

1. Describe yourself in five words.

Blind, partially-deaf, sociable, crazy and a computer-
geek.

2. Can you say a little about why you chose those
words?
| love helping people to get to grips with technology. |
also enjoy sharing my story with others being blind and
deaf, letting people know that it is no bad thing; one can
easily adapt to the world, especially today with
technology being a great help. In short, the sky is the
limit!

3. Tell me a bit about a typical day in your life.
A typical day in my life is as follows: | rise at around
8:15am, start work at around 8:45am (this involves
helping customers with technical problems via phone
and email — | work for a company called HumanWare,
specialising in products for the blind and visually
impaired), have lunch at 12:00pm, back to work at
1:00pm, finish at 5:00pm then relax for the evening. |
mostly relax at weekends, volunteering for a blind
children’s group showing them technology and gadgets
| use every day to try to be a role-model to them and
their parents. | also run a Tech Session once a month in
Lowestoft Library to assist people with their technology.
(Editor’s note: There are details at the bottom of this
article about the next session)

4. What'’s your favourite thing about the village?
It's lovely and quiet. | can walk around safely here with
my red and white cane (red is for the deaf). The sound
of the sea is also a comforting backdrop.

Village People is an interview series about the people who live and work in Hopton.

The questions cover a bit about what they do, why they do it, the things that are important to
them and hopefully, a bit of humour too. Each month, | ask the same six questions.

This month features Lewis Crack. Many thanks to Lewis for agreeing to take part.

If you'd like to have a go at answering the question, don’t hesitate to get in touch. By Kevin fee

Interested in taking part? Email: klee.hospc@gmail.com

5. What’s important to you?
| enjoy helping people, particularly with Technology. |
find it rewarding when | have managed to solve
someone's problems or made them feel better. | also
love sharing my experiences being deaf and blind with
others, telling them that being so doesn’t stop me doing
what | wish to do.

6. Tell me a funny/strange/unexpected story involving
something that has happened to you?

When | was around 10 years old, my father and | were
at the local park where he was teaching me to ride my
first bike. He would run next to me or behind me and
call out instructions to stop if | got too near obstacles.
One day, | was cycling along and he was running after
me, shouting “Stop!” as | was nearly in the brook. |
couldn’t hear him, as the wind was blowing in my
hearing aids and he only just caught me in time!

Finally, it only seems appropriate to give a shout-out
for Lewis’s tech sessions:

In need of technical help?
Have you received a phone, tablet or computer
and don’t know how to use it? No problem!

Please come along to a Tech Session on every
3rd Saturday of the month at Lowestoft Library in the
upstairs rooms (please ask reception to tell you where to go).

The next session will be on Saturday 16th November
between 10:00am and 12 noon, so come along and get the
help you need to get you started on using your tech!
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